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Above Ground Pool 



Winterization Instructions

3117 S Campbell Ave, Springfield, MO 65807



(417) 883-8827
These instructions are meant for above ground pools with removable hoses only. For above ground pools with hard plumbing, please refer to Inground Closing Instructions for winterization.

1. Wait as long as possible to close! The water temp should be lower than 65 degrees before the pool is closed to avoid algae growth. 


2. Test your pool water, or bring in a sample to be tested. Free chlorine, pH, and total alkalinity should be balanced before you add any winter chemicals.

3. For chlorine pools: Clean your filter sand with Strip Kwik and/or Kleen It before you close. These cleaners will strip residual algae, organics, and oils out of the sand.

4. Add a Bioguard Winter Kit to the pool based on gallons of water. For pools with 12,000 gallons or less, use a Winter Kit 12.  For pools between 12,000 and 24,000 gallons, use a Winter Kit 24. When in doubt, use the bigger kit. It will not hurt the pool to treat for extra gallons. Add contents of winter kit directly to the pool, spreading it evenly around the perimeter. Allow these chemicals to circulate 4 – 24 hours before the system is shut off.

5. Turn pump off, and change filter position to Waste. Turn pump on and let water drain out backwash line until water level in skimmer gets too low for pump to keep water going. This requires regular checking until the water level is down. Check the pool regularly and shut pump off when water level gets too low.  Letting a pump run dry for extended periods can damage the pump.

6. Once pump is shut off, remove all four hoses from the system. Any remaining water will drain out the bottom of the skimmer and the return hole.  Store hoses in a dry place out of the sun.

7. Remove plugs from the pump. Depending on the model, there may be 2 or 3 plugs to take out. They are usually located at the bottom of the basket pot, and behind the pot on the pump’s wet end. Store plugs in a safe place: in the basket is a good idea, you will know where they are next spring.

8. Remove drain plug from the sand filter. There is only one, and it may be a cap or a plug. Residual water from the filter tank will drain out this hole. Place your cap or plug in the basket with your pump plugs.

9. Remove pressure gauge from filter valve and place with plugs for storage.

10. Set filter position to Winterize if available. If not, set filter handle between any two positions. This will ensure that any water drains through the valve, down and out the drain hole at the bottom.

11. Place winter cover over pool and center it. For pools without decks, the cover should fall just below the top rail. Weave the included cover cable through the grommets around the perimeter of the pool cover, and tighten down with included winch until cover is snugly secure below the top rail. For pools with a deck, a bigger cover may be required if the cover cable cannot be woven through the deck boards to secure the cover. For areas where the cover and deck meet, weight must be placed on top of the pool cover on the deck so that debris cannot get under the cover. Water tubes are safest, but sand bags will work also. If you are not sure how to secure the pool in your situation, call the store and talk to an associate about your setup. We can help you decide what is best to use.

12. In areas of regular high winds, Cover Locs or Winter Cover Seal may be needed to keep the cover in place, and avoid damage to the top rail and caps on the pool.

13. Add a SMALL amount of water to the cover to help hold it down, so the wind does not blow it around. 
Your pool is now ready to last the winter. Remember to keep excess water, snow and ice off the cover during the winter months. This will help the cover last longer, and avoid pool water from draining out due to excess weight. Also remember to open the pool as soon as the temperature starts warming in the spring!
