Pool Opening Instructions – Above Ground Pools
1. Drain any standing water off of pool cover, either by siphon or submersible pump. Remove any leaves and debris, as much as you can.

2. Loosen cable and winch, remove cable from cover. With one person on each side of pool, pull cover off pool. Spread cover flat on ground. Clean cover with pool brush and Stow Away cover cleaner. Fold cover in half, squirting Stow Away in each fold. Store cover in a clean, dry place.

3. Re-connect hoses to pool equipment. Connect one hose from bottom of skimmer to front of pump strainer. Connect second hose from top of pump to marked port on filter valve (should be marked from pump). Connect last hose from marked port (to pool, to return) on filter valve to return fitting at side of pool. Also connect backwash hose to waste line on filter valve.

4. Re-install plugs on pump and filter. There are usually two plugs in pump basket housing and wet end, and one plug at bottom of filter tank. 

5. Remove plugs from bottom of skimmer (if applicable) and return fitting. Hoses and equipment should be able to fill with water now.

6. Fill pool up to mid-skimmer level.

7. If pump basket does not automatically fill with water, prime the pump. (See instructions below) If pump is full of water, change filter setting to backwash. Roll out backwash hose. Make sure pump is plugged in to outlet, or that breaker is turned on to power at receptacle. Turn switch to “On” at pump, let pool backwash for 30 seconds, or until water is clear. Turn pump off, change filter valve to Rinse. Turn pump back on for 30 seconds, then shut off. Change filter setting to Filter, turn pump on.  Pool should be circulating and ready to add chemicals.

Filter pressure should read between 5 –20 psi. If higher or lower, check Maintenance Guide for troubleshooting instructions.

To prime the pump:

1. Turn off the pump.

2. Close skimmer ball valve (only if you have rigid PVC plumbing).

3. Remove lid on pump strainer.

4. Turn garden hose on and put in pump strainer. Fill completely with water.

5. Replace and tighten lid. (Make sure o ring on lid is seated correctly and lubed.)

6. Turn on pump and wait until pressure builds to normal reading, and bubbles disappear from inside pump strainer. If pump does not build pressure after 30 seconds to 1 minute, repeat above steps.

7. Open skimmer ball valve slowly (only if you have rigid PVC plumbing).

To treat water:

If water is cloudy or green:

1. Add 1 lb of Super Soluble shock per 6,000 gallons.

2. Add 1 oz of Back Up algaecide (if cloudy) per 1,500 gallons.

Add 1 oz of Banish algaecide (if green) per 1,500 gallons.

If water is clear:

1. Add 1 lb of Burn Out 35 shock per 6,000 gallons.

2. Add 1 oz of Back Up algaecide per 1,500 gallons.

For all openings:

3. Put  1 – 3 Smart Sticks in skimmer. (1 stick for pools up to 21’ or 16x24, 2 sticks for pools 21 – 28’ or 16x28 to 18x34, 3 sticks for larger than 28’ or 18x38 or larger.)

4. Bring water sample to Springfield Pool and Spa 24 – 48 hours after adding these chemicals, or test for pH and total alkalinity. Adjust if necessary.

